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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . This communication is responsive to . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-24 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 19 November 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-24 are pending in the application. 

Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's Information Disclosure Statement 
(IDS) Form PTO-1449, filed 19 November 2003. The information disclosed 
therein was considered. 

Specification 

4. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 
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The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in 
the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure 
concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

Allowance 

5. Claims 1-24 are allowance. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

There is no teaching or suggestion in the prior art to: "isolating the bit line and 
the input node from the first potential node; and sensing a potential level at the input 
node while applying the reference current, wherein the potential level at the input node 
is indicative of the programmed state of the floating-gate memory cell" as claimed in the 
independent claim 1; or 

"generating a reference current, wherein the reference current varies inversely 
with changes in ambient temperature and wherein the reference current is less than 
one-half an expected current flow through the floating-gate memory cell in an erased 
state" as claimed in the independent claim 14 and independent claim 19; or 

"generating a reference current in response to the potential level of the reference 
current control signal, wherein the reference current varies inversely with the changes in 
ambient temperature and is less than one-half an expected current flow through the 
floating-gate memory cell in an erased state" as claimed in the independent claim 16 
and independent claim 18; or 
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"generating a reference current control signal having a potential level, wherein 
the reference current control signal is generated at an output node located at an output 
of a diode having an input coupled to receive a supply potential from a second potential 
node, and wherein a resistive component is coupled between the output node and a 
third potential node coupled to receive a ground potential" as claimed in the 
independent claim 20; or 

"applying the reference current control signal to a gate of a p-channel field-effect 
transistor coupled between the input node and a fourth potential node coupled to 
receive the supply potential, thereby applying the reference current to the input node, 
wherein the reference current is less than one-half an expected current flow through the 
floating-gate memory cell in an erased state" as claimed in the independent claim 21. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Michael et al (US. 6,535,426) discloses sense amplifier circuit of a nonvolatile 
memory devices including a current source that is configurable to source any of at least 
two nonzero current level in the sense amplifier. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Pho M. Luu whose telephone number is 
571.272.1876. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, Richard Elms, can be reached on 571 .272.1869. The official fax number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703.872.9306 for 
all official communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number 
is 703.308.0956. 


PML 

09 June 2004 
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